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On Gongyang School’stheory of “ Distinguishing between the Inside and
the Outside” and mutual learning among civilizations

CHEN Hui

(Department of Philosophy, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: As one of the basic theories of Gongyang School, the theory of “Distinguishing between the Inside
and the Outside” not only presupposes a beautiful vision of realizing the kingcraft ideality, but also shows
the phased, repetitive and difficult nature of this historical process. Its two definitions about the connotations
of Zhuxia (1% &) vividly explains what “Zhongguo” is and its character. That is, one refers to “the states
outside Wangji (F#8)” which only have geospatial significance and correspond to Wangji, and the other
refers to the “Zhongguo <H1[E>> which symbolizes civilization and corresponds to the barbarians.) , In the
view of Gongyang scholars, “Zhongguo” is the symbol of Wanghua (i.e. civilization). Therefore, the
governance of “Zhongguo” must be in the form of politics of Kingcraft, and the “Zhongguolization”
(Civilization) must also be characterized by morality. Gongyang scholars’ theoretical thinking on
“Distinguishing between the Inside and the Outside” and “Zhongguo” not only contains their deep practical
concern and rich kingcraft thought, but also has important enlightening significance on how to understand
mutual learning among civilizations and how to participate in the coexistence and development of world
civilizations in a truly positive way.

Key Words: Gongyang School; theory of “Distinguishing between the Inside and the Outside”; “Zhongguo”
(“*7[E”); mutual learning among civilizations
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