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Theinner tension of Karl Marx’s criticism of inequality and its
contemporary value

LIU Huachu, LIU Ruibo
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The dialectical relationship between fact and value constitutes the inner tension of Marx's
criticism of inequality. Marx, by poignantly disclosing the real phenomenon of social inequality of the
bourgeoisie, points out that the rigid understanding of the relationship between fact and value of the
bourgeoisie leads to the ideological nature of its view of equality. Because the movement of social history
will inevitably make the fact experience the development process from simple to complex, the value
principle applicable to the simple fact will inevitably become invalid and degenerate into false consciousness.
So, only the value supported by the fact is scientific and worth pursuing. Marx goes further, on the basis of
accurately grasping the law of social and historical development, to interpret at different levels the
communist equality principle and to reconstruct the value connotation of equality. Finally, Marx also
identified the proletariat as the subject of universal equality according to the dialectical relationship between
fact and value. The facts experienced by the subject determine the nature of its value objectives. Only the
proletariat, who does not enjoy any special interests, can put forward the demand for universal equality,
while the fact will not automatically tend for the value. In the analysis of crisis, Marx sees that the realization
of equality needs the intervention of subjectivity. Only the proletariat with the most determined revolutionary
attitude towards the existing society could be combined with the fact that endangers self-denial of capital to
overthrow the rule of capital and eliminate the social structure of inequality. Grasping the inner tension of
Marx's criticism of inequality not only helps to form a correct understanding of Marx's thought of equality,
but also effectively responds to some western scholars' misunderstanding and questioning.

Key Words: facts and values; dialectics; Marx's thought of equality
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