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Re-examination into The Shimota Treaty between Russia and Japan under
the changing context in north-eastern Asia

XING Yuanyuan
(School of History, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100102, China)

Abstract: From the beginning of Russia-Japan relations in 1697 to the signing of The Shimota Treaty in 1855,
the early relations between the two countries experienced evolution of a century and a half. In 1815, after
quieting down the military conflicts and resolving the hostage crisis, the two countries tacitly agreed to the
concept of border demarcation, which laid a historical foundation for the signing of the treaty. In 1852, the
power balance between Russia and Japan was broken with the changes of the international situation, creating
real conditions for the signing of the treaty. In the negotiations, the two countries made concessions to
promote reconciliation: Russia won the opening of ports and trade with Japan through land concessions, and
the political interests were transferred to economic interests, while Japan, on the other hand, protects the
whole country by opening up Hong Kong and trade links, and transfers economic interests to political
interests. Compromise is a prominent feature of the treaty, which reveals the essence of the treaty and the
essence of the early relationship between Russia and Japan. For Russia, the treaty is an expedient of rights
and interests in the East due to the lack of power in colonial competition, while for Japan, the treaty is a
modern diplomatic attempt to avoid and stop the war. It is an active foreign exploration by the shogunate to
gradually give up locking the country.
Key Words: Russia; Japan; Puthiatin; The Shimota Treaty between Russia and Japan
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