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Theidentity consciousness of scholar-bureaucrats and the
writing strategy of Wang Wan's epitaphs

GUO Yingde
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Hebei University, Baoding 071002, China)

Abstract: Wang Wan, a famous prose writer in the early Qing Dynasty, inherited the cultural tradition since
the Tang and Song dynasties, and focused on the writing strategy of epitaphs to clearly express the concepts,
feelings, ideals and interests of the scholar-bureaucrats that he understood. Wang Wan’s epitaphs particularly
emphasize the writer’s cultural identity of the literary accomplishment, the emotional purport of “talking
about people in his voice”, and the discourse power of the self-respect and independence. He tried to create a
unique image of the scholar-bureaucrats who are “not in” the government. This writing strategy, as a unique
way of literary expression, is both subject to and strengthened by Wang Wan’s scholar-bureaucrat identity
consciousness, and has important historical and cultural value.

Key Words: Wang Wan; epitaphs; the scholar-bureaucrats; identity consciousness; the writing strategy
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