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An overview of the development of ZiYi Paradigm in the
Song and Yuan dynasties

XU Zhi

(Research Center of Chinese Traditional Culture , Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: ZiYi Paradigm is compounded by Neo-Confucianists in the Song and Ming dynasties with the
Four Books as the origin, hence condensing numerous abstract philosophy concepts. It originated from
Xunmeng Quatrain ( {JIIZ444]) ) in poetic form, developed in Interpretation of Neo-Confucian Terms ( {14
FIY ) by Mengzhai of the Menqqiu style, matured in the Beixi’s Analytic Glossary of Philosophical
Terms( {JLiE = X)) of the dictionary style, and finally returned to Reading Notes ( {15251t ) ) of traditional
annotation-style. It presents the evolving track from enlightening readings, Neo-Confucianist essentials to
academic study. This kind of popularized hermeneutics which outlines the Four Books or Confucianism
with concepts, and the method of extracting the core meanings in the numerous and tedious thoughts of
Neo-Confucianism, not only break the rigid situation of interpretation methods of Han and Tang dynasties,
but also highlight the essence of typical concepts in Confucianism innovation. More importantly, it provides
a different perspective and way of thinking for the study of Confucian hermeneutic theory, explanation of
Neo-Confucianist concepts and the popularization of Confucianism with a lively interpretation form.

Key Words: ZiYi Paradigm; concepts of Neo-Confucianism; popularization; hermeneutics; Song and Yuan

dynasties
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