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The dilemma of formalized time: On the problematiquein Husserl’s
phenomenology of time

PENG Yang
(School of Philosophy, Guizhou University, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: The reasons that Husserl regards the problem of time as “the most difficult of all
phenomenological problems” lie in two aspects. On the one hand, Husserl insists that time is the rigid form
of consciousness; on the other hand, he discovers that time has the dynamic structure of the “living present”.
These two contradictory understandings of time often render Husserl fall into the dilemmas of “endless
regression” and “motionless standstill” when interpreting the phenomenology of time. In fact, Husserl’s
former understanding of time does not go beyond the traditional explanation of time by Aristotle, Newton
and the like, while his latter understanding of time is rich in inspiration which enlightens a host of later
philosophers like Heidegger, Derrida, Stiegler and so on to get rid of the stale and bring forth the fresh in
exploring time.

Key Words: Husserl; time; form; space; living present
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