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Young Marx’scritique at private property and theoretical turn of the civil
society: Centered on Critique of Hegel& apos;s Philosophy of Right

WEN Quan, TANG Liwei
(School of Marxism, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: By comparing the political situations in Prussia and the ethical state from Hegel’s theory, Marx
not only confirmed the pivotal status of private property in the philosophy of right, but also revealed the
latter’s realistic practical limitations at the political level on the basis of the refutations of abstract philosophy
which was built on the concept of will, and meanwhile accomplished the theoretical turn of the civil society
under the precondition of those limits, which was directly related to the establishment of historical
materialism. Therefore, it can be seen that young Marx perceived the superficial characteristics and intrinsic
limitations of civil society as a specific stage of social history in the context of private property criticism,
which constituted the theoretical preface to his later anatomy of the civil society and his exploration into the
laws of historical changes in human society by means of “critique of political economy”.
Key Words: Marx; Hegel; Philosophy of Right; private property; civil society; political state
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