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The ethical dimension of Chinese path to moder nization
GONG Tianping, ZHAO Yanyan
(School of Philosophy, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: Chinese path to modernization has a deep and solid ethical foundation, which is supported by a
variety of ethical values. These ethical values mainly include the following aspects. First, Chinese
modernization promotes social fairness and justice with the common prosperity of all the people, and
embodies the ethics of justice with the high-quality development of economy. Second, by promoting the
comprehensive enriching of things and the comprehensive development of people, the Chinese
modernization achieves material and spiritual wealth to dispel the alienation of people, which thus contains
the humane ethics. Third, Chinese modernization takes the harmonious coexistence of man and nature as the
value pursuit, treats nature well as the basic requirement, and takes the path of green development, which
contains the ethics of symbiosis. Forth, China's modernization takes world peace and development as its
value pursuit and mutual benefit and win-win cooperation as its basic requirement, and pursues a new
modernization path that integrates world peace and development with its own development, which thus
implies the ethics of cooperation. The people-centered ethical value principle runs through all the four ethics,
constituting the ethical value standard system of Chinese modernization, which makes Chinese
modernization not only based on the universal law of human history and civilization development, but also
firmly rooted in the ethical legitimacy.

Key Words: Chinese path to modernization; ethics of justice; ethics of humanity; ethics of symbiosis; ethics

of cooperation
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