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On the evolution and characteristics of the Six-dynasty-style Fu
TANG Dingkun
(College of Literature, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550001, China)

Abstract: The Six-dynasty-style Fu has been an essential content of studying Fu or even Six-dynasty-style
poetry in Chinese literature, and its evolution has been an important turning for Han-style Fu. Such turning is
manifested in aspects that influence the style, such as subject matter, technique, diction, syntax and so on.
Jian’an Fu initiated the shift to short pieces by abandoning the celebrity display of Han Fu and concentrating
on the development of the descriptive and pictorial style. Taikang Fu, represented by Lu Ji, forms its major
features of using six words to "describe things in a poetic manner" so that all is related to it as long as
wording is clear and rhetoric is meticulous. Qi Liang Fu is "more elegant" in terms of parallelism and vocal
rhythm, manifested in the use of "sound text" to promote the deepening of "form text", and resulting in
poeticization, versification, and poeticization of the "body and matter" tradition. The above three stages of
evolution are characterized differently, with Jian'an opening the way, Taikang marking the way, and Qi Liang
Fu being the most complicated. All these indicate the preference for"Six-dynasty Style" and in place of Han
Style in the development history of Fu, and its pursuit for the style with the leisurely and the natural, which is
conducive to a deeper understanding of the propositions of "missing Fu" and "losing Style" as well as the
stylistic attribution of the Fu texts of later generations.
Key Words: Fu; Six-dynasty-style; literary style; using six words to describe things; poetic
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