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Re-thinking of the attribute of intra-Party laws and regulations
LIU Changqiu

(School of Discipline Inspection and Supervision, Shanghai University of
Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201701, China)

Abstract: At the beginning of the introduction of the concept of soft law, scholars made a conclusion about
the soft law attribute of intra-Party laws and regulations. The recent query into this conclusion is either a
misunderstanding of the soft law, or a disregard of the difference between the effectiveness source
mechanism of the intra-Party laws and national laws, or a misunderstanding of the severity of the intra-Party
laws. In fact, the specificity of the scope of hard law determines that we cannot bring intra-Party laws and
regulations into the scope of hard law. The characteristics of the adjustment of intra-Party laws and
regulations also fully conform to the characteristics of the adjustment of soft law. Although it is theoretically
possible to regard intra-Party laws and regulations as the third form of law in the future, the current soft law
theory still has the explanatory power to the nature of intra-Party laws and regulations. To regard intra-Party
laws and regulations as soft law is more conducive to scientific understanding and interpretation of social
governance rules of the same nature as intra-Party laws and regulations.

Key Words: intra-Party laws and regulations; soft law; hard law; national law
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