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Classical political philosophy and contemporary activation of Das Kapital
GAO Guangxu
(Department of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189,China)

Abstract: To shift the research perspective from modern political philosophy to classical political
philosophy is a way to expand the political philosophy activation of Das Kapital. The ancient Greek
philosophers' understanding of the relationship between economic life and political life opened up a new
space for clarifying the significance of the political philosophy of Das Kapital. Das Kapital introduces the
duality of both value and labor into the analysis of modern economic forms, inherits and develops the
understanding of the political and ethical significance of the classical political philosophy to economic life,
and lays a new foundation for reshaping modern beings' economic existence and political existence as the
subject. The theme of political philosophy in Das Kapital is neither "absolute justice" that dangles above
material production mode nor "distributive justice" that tangles whether the distribution of capitalist wealth is
fair or not, but rather "universal justice" that points out the historical inevitability and limitation of capitalist
production mode and distribution justice, transcends the illusion of "special justice" shaped by modern
liberal political philosophy, and realizes "universal justice" with the free and comprehensive development of
human beings as its connotation.

Key Words: classical political philosophy; Das Kapital; economic; politics; justice
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