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Priority of the grand self: Moral foundation and
academic proof formation of the community of Chinese nation

ZHU Bibo
(School of Marxism, Yunnan Normal University, Yunnan Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: The community of the Chinese nation is the symbolic concept of the theoretical system of the
Chinese nation. In the concept of the community of the Chinese nation, there conceals the profound ethic
appeal of Chinese nation discourse, which means that the grand-self identity is prior to the cultural identity
of multi-ethnics, that the grand benefits of Chinese nation are prior to the collective benefits of multi-ethnics,
and that the political loyalty of Chinese nation is prior to the national identification of multi-ethnics.
Although the community of the Chinese nation emphasizes that the grand self enjoys priority, and that rights,
rather than a priori product, are the rewards of obligations, it does not ignore individual just right and right of
the minority. Only if the individual adheres to right orientation, devotes himself to pursuing the ultimate life
goal of Chinese nation, can he truly achieve the just rights of the self. And only when all the ethnic groups
strive jointly and remain devoted to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, can they share the fruits of
reform and development in the common prosperity.

Key Words: the community of the Chinese nation; priority of the grand self; obligation-oriented; common

prosperity
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Structural differences of the Theory of Efforts
among Zhu Zi, Lu Jiuyuan and Wang Yangming

FU Xihong

(Boya College of Liberal Arts, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The previous division between Chen-Zhu Li School and Lu-Wang School may obscure the
differences between Lu and Wang as well as the commonalities of Zhu and Wang. As far as the structure of
efforts is concerned, Zhu Zi, starting from the viewpoint that the original mind is not available, advocates
that efforts should start from the posterior work of maintaining respect and exhausting the rules, and should
then advance according to the eight entries of the Great Learning. And the efforts that he advocates can be
described as dualistic eight-entry non-ontological work. As for Xiangshan, the original mind is both direct
and sufficient for the efforts, and one can basically do priori work by entirely relying on the original mind,
while the posterior efforts may play a negative role. And the efforts that Xiangshan advocates could be called
unary with one-layer ontological work. Wang Longxi, Yangming's disciple, is close to Xiangshan but
different from Yangming. In the sense of affirming the role of the posterior efforts, Yangming is the same as
Zhu but different from Lu. Yangming recognizes the role of the original mind, but also believes that posterior
efforts are usually indispensable for the implementation of the original mind, especially at the initial stage.
The efforts that he advocates can be described as unary with two-level ontological work. Therefore, the four
thinkers, including Zhu Zi, Lu Jiuyuan, Wang Yangming, plus Chen Baisha who emphasizes the role of
meditation, have formed a four-legged situation in the history of Song and Ming Confucianism.

Key Words: Zhu Zi; Lu Jiuyuan; Wang Yangming; structure of the efforts
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