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The construction of administrative mediation mechanism for
nuclear damage compensation disputesin China: Based on
the investigation of Japan’slegislation and practice

HU Bangda
(School of Law, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Improving nuclear damage compensation mechanism is an important issue for China’s nuclear
legislation. Nuclear damage compensation cases are usually characterized by large-scale and long-term
damage and complexity of damage facts and causation, which requires that the nuclear damage
compensation dispute resolution mechanism should be efficient, professional, cost acceptable, fair and
authoritative. China’s existing dispute resolution mechanisms may not successfully fulfill these requirements,
so it is vital and feasible to establish appropriate administrative mediation mechanism. Inspired by Japanese
experiences, China can build an administrative mediation mechanism for nuclear damage compensation
disputes led by the National Nuclear Safety Administration. This mechanism should be well designed in
terms of the organization structure and functions, personnel composition, operation procedure and expenses
to guarantee its ability, efficiency and cost acceptability in dispute resolution, should be designated as an
alternative dispute resolution mechanism that can be freely selected by the parties, and should enhance its
own effectiveness through effective connection with the judicial mechanism to ensure that the parties can
obtain adequate relief opportunities.

Key Words: nuclear damage compensation; dispute resolution mechanism; administrative mediation;
nuclear safety; atomic energy law
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