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The National Park Law asthe Model Law
in the Natural Protected Areas L aw System

WU Kaijie
(School of Law, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The need for natural protected areas legislations has been a consensus, but controversy still
remains on the sequence of different legislations and the division of legislative tasks. This controversy
reflects the unclear status of the National Park Law in the National Protected Areas Law System. The
National Park Law should be the “Model Law” in Natural Protected Areas Law System. Its pioneering and
innovative legal measures could offer references for subsequent natural protected areas legislations, and also
fulfill the urgent needs of natural protected areas system reform. As the “Model Law”, the National Park Law
should perform the functions of policy convertor and legislative model, providing direct and indirect
references for subsequent special natural protected areas laws, as well as providing basis for forming a basic
natural protected areas law. Consistent with the status of the “Model Law”, the National Park Law should
stipulate three categories of legal norms: basic norms and comprehensive norms applicable to all types of
natural protected areas, special norms with referential value for other types of natural protected area, and
special norms only applicable to national parks.

Key Words: the National Park Law; the Natural Protected Areas Law System; the Model Law; systematic

function; division of legislative tasks
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