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Generation of pivotal significance of Wu-Xian-Zou-Shi to Yan-Lu
transformation in the Southern Song Dynasty

CHEN Ye
(College of Social History, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract: At the beginning when the Southern Song Dynasty was founded, Yan-Lu which means the channel
for proposing criticisms and suggestions, was reconstructed for various ranks of officials. But influenced by
the turbulent political situation, harsh political reality, and consideration of the self-interest of ministers and
officials, Yan-Lu failed to achieve its due effect. In the context that Qin Hui died and that Jin Dynasty wanted
to lose the alliance, the five virtuous, including Wang Shipeng, took advantage of the situation to turn the
tables on war and state affairs. As the contents they proposed were direct to the point, and fostered the
change for the state affairs as well as the adjustment of the personnel arrangement of the court, the event
aroused great attention at that time. However, the pivotal significance of “Wu-Xian-Zou-Shi” ( meaning "the
Proposals of the Five Virtuous") to the transformation of Yan-Lu in the Southern Song Dynasty was
completely established, and it was also inseparable from the collective shaping of public opinions by
scholars and officials. As a typical practice of the ethics of public officials, it played a role in revitalizing the
style of speech to a certain extent, and improved the actual situation of Yan-Lu in the future. Equally
important, for the Southern Song scholar-bureaucrats, it had a moral value that transcended specific time and
space, and raised their expectations for Yan-Lu. All the above changes shaped the context of Yan-Lu of the
Southern Song, popular patterns of proposing and ideal standards, and regulated the choice of words and
deeds of later officials and bureaucrats.
Key Words: Wu-Xian-Zou-Shi; Yan-Lu; Zhuan-dui; WangShipeng
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