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PR CHEHTE D [J].

The phenomenological paradigm of displaying the wholistic life of
the Self: On He Dun's realistic art

YAN lJiexiong, SUN Yilong
(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: As a "new generation" writer who is ranked into the authoritative literary history, He Dun, with his
realistic art, not only inherits the realist literary tradition, but also integrates a present view based on personal
life experiences, providing a phenomenological paradigm to display the wholistic life of the Self and offering
a new experience for contemporary literary creation. Firstly, it adopts the expression of being present,
directly intervening in the interior of things and getting engaged with the original state of the world.
Secondly, it uses the structure of "life flow", taking daily life as the main aesthetic object and showing the
true face of life. Lastly, it practices the aesthetics of "sinking downward" without avoiding depicting ugly
things and disclosing the obscured nature of life. With the above-mentioned realistic methods, He Dun builds
a primitive world of life in which the broken boundary between text and life is broken, hence revealing a
strong color of local culture and secularization.

Key Words: He Dun; realistic art; presence style; life flow; aesthetics of ugliness; world of life
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