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Narrative, institutional and academic discourses:
How China arranges its international discourse power

LONG Yu

(School of Marxism, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: International discourse power reflects a country’s position in the international power structure and
is the focus in international competition today. International discourse power can be subdivided into public
discourse power, institutional discourse power and academic discourse power, with the first being the
foundation of international discourse power, the second its core and the last its soul. In nowaday
international discourse arena, China, as a late bloomer, has a limited voice in public opinion, a voice in
institutions that does not match its overall national strength, and a passive voice in academia. Given the
overarching strategic context of the Chinese nation’s great rejuvenation, China must innovate its discourse
narrative style, broaden China discourse institutional path, and develop academic discourse system so as to
constantly boost its international discourse power and enhance the leading power of China discourse.
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