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The development and historical role of Hunan Binxing organizationsin the
middle and late Qing Dynasty: From the per spective of the separ ation of
Huguang provincial examination

ZENG Guilin
(School of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The sepcaration of the Huguang Provincial examination, which took place in the early years of the
Yongzheng Reign, directly promoted the development of the Binxing organizations of the Imperial
Examination in Hunan in the middle and late Qing Dynasty. The development of Binxing cause in Hunan is
the most direct factor in promoting the rise of Hunan talent group at the same time. Due to the advocacy and
donation of officials, gentry and people, Hunan Binxing organizations experienced the thriving and
prosperous stages in the middle and late Qing Dynasty, and Binxing organizations created by various
prefectures and counties amounted to more than 90. In terms of development characteristics, the Binxing
organizations in Hunan resulted, on the one hand, from the simultaneous development of culture and
education and the management of Miao areas, and, on the other, from the strong support of the Xiang Army
Group. These Binxing organizations reduced the economic burden of their participation in the Imperial
Examination by paying for the annual examination papers and printing money, or subsidizing their travel
expenses for the provincial examination and metropolitan examination, gradually increased the number of
people attending the examination, hence helping promote the situation of “Chu is a gathering place for
talents, and particularly so here” in the middle and late Qing Dynasty.

Key Words. Qing Dynasty; the separation of Huguang provincial examination, Hunan; Binxing

organizations; imperial examination system; philanthropy
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