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The basis, intentional interest and impact of excer pt-criticism
in Poetic Remarks on the Human World

XIA Zhiying
(College of Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Wang Guowei believed that the real “famous sentences” must be natural, fantastic, unpredictable
and emotionally created, which is the embodiment of the creator’s talent. This view provides a potential
conceptual basis for the extensive use of “excerpt-criticism” in Poetic Remarks on the Human World. Based
on this understanding, he re-evaluates those famous quotations in the history of Ci poetry in the Southern and
Northern Song Dynasties, and measures their high and low levels, hence adding a new dimension to the
controversy between the Southern and Northern Song Dynasty in the Ci-poetic history. Although the Ci
theory put forward by Wang Guowei has a prejudice against the title and hence evokes disputes, it can be
explained from the perspective of the function realization of “excerpt”. The citation and recognition of
famous sentences in Poetic Remarks on the Human Wbrld has promoted the canonization of related works,
but we should be alert to the “misreading” from sentence to text.

Key Words: Poetic Remarks on the Human World; excerpt-criticism; Wang Guowei; famous sentences
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