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Thetheoretical characteristics of
Wang Chuanshan’stheory of poetry expressing emotions

DING Youfang, ZHOU Qun

(School of Liberal arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China;
Center for Chinese Thinker Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: In the special historical background of the country ruined, Wang Chuanshan, a Confucian master
at the end of Ming, put forward the view that poetry should express emotions, which highlighted its distinct
peculiarities in academic theory, the world-saving and poetic logos. As far as the peculiarity of academic
theory is concerned, the ontology of the view that emotion was the essence of poetry was the application of
and extension of his philosophical thought in his poetics, as his poetics and his Confucian temperament share
a logical isomorphism, and also manifest expansion and injection of Confucianism in his poetry theory. As
far as the peculiarity of world-saving is concerned, his love poems involve poetic teaching, and are closely
associated with the rise and fall of the times, with the fate of the country and with human nature, hence
holding a strong value with rational color. He wished, with his “right poetry”, to correct the manners of the
times and to influence human nature, which reveals his strong realistic concern. As far as the peculiarity of
poetic logos is concerned, Chuanshan emphasized emotions in poetry, which also expressed his epiphany in
discovering poetic logos. In such a special life experience of the country ruined, Chuanshan had strong
appeals to express feelings, persisted in writing poetry all his life, and finally attained the poetic summit.
Therefore, his theory that poetry conveys emotions manifests the conversion of his emotional trauma into
poetic awareness and recognition. The theory that poetry should express emotions not only enriched the
connotation of Confucian views on literature and art, but also reflected the stimulating effect of special
period of history on the development of literature and even culture.
Key Words: Wang Chuanshan; emotion in poetry; philosophy of Heaven and Logos; realistic concern;
epiphany of poetic logos
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