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The entangling evaluation process of canonization:
On the communication and acceptance of
Gao Qi’s poetry commentary

YAN Xuanjun, HAN Xu
(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Represented by Siku (VUJ%) academy librarians, prior critics in the past centuries mostly
demonstrated a contradictory attitude towards Gao Qi. On the one hand, he was hailed as the greatest
achievement in poetic field of Ming Dynasty, “being above the whole generation of Ming poets”, for his
expert skills of majority poetry styles and plenty of brilliant works. On the other hand, he was regrettably
criticized as failure of his innovative self-contained style establishment because of his early death and
historical revival inclination in poetry creation and theory. This viewpoint which was established on the basis
of the empathetic reading experience, gradually developed into a stereotype after repeated emphasis by
generations and generations of critics in the process of popularity and canonization. Until today, the view has
still been of great influence to Gao Qi’s position and writing in literature history.

Key Words: Gao Qi; poetry review; form one unique style; canonization
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