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“Civilization” in China’s current constitution:
The normative connotations and institutional significance

XU Na

(Editorial Department of Journal of Legal Philasophy,
China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: In the text of the Constitution of People's Republic of China amended in 2018, there exists
“civilization” both as the icon of social development and as the specific goal of the country. The concept of
“civilization” in the constitution is the normative expression of national life and national spirit, and its
normative structure and connotations manifest its peculiarity in material civilization, overall civilization,
development civilization and national construction civilization. Such peculiarity is based on China’s long and
far-reaching history of civilization, and on the revolutionary progress of modern national construction as well
as the creative development of Marxist theory in Chinese style after the opening-up of the country. The
relevant norms of the concept of “civilization” in the constitution has the institutional significance of
promoting the construction and development of a civilized country and shaping modern civilized citizens,
and serves as the normative basis for constructing the civilization standards and civilization discourse of
China. The normative structure of the concept of “civilization” in the constitution clearly points out the goal
and programme of building a socialist civilized country, and, by integrating the goal and program of the
country with its specific obligations, provides the fundamental institutional guarantee for constructing China
into a modern civilized country.

Key Words: the constitution; civilized country; concept of civilization; state programme; state obligations
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