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Literati association and modern Shanghai writing of
old-style poemsin thelate Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China

YUAN Zhicheng
(School of Humanities, Hunan City University, Yiyang 413000, China)

Abstract: In the late Qing and the Republic of China, Shanghai, as the most famous international metropolis
in modern times, gathered various cultural forms and attracted a large number of old-style literati. The
newspapers and media created unprecedented conditions for their singing. The consciousness of free
chanting, free expression, and the conscious communication consciousness of the literati community were
fully realized. So, Shanghai, as a specialized theme of literary creation, received unprecedented attention.
The literati community, by describing new things and new trends, highlighted Shanghai’s civilization,
fashion and modernity, and by resorting to the chants of Shanghai’s local historical relics and concrete
objects, outlined its inclusive image. At the same time, they also reviewed and reflected on the dark side of
Shanghai. The Shanghai in their works was not only novel, materialistic, and seductive, but also ancient,
detached, and pleasant, reflecting the contradictory nature and spiritual confusion of modern people, and
touching the proposition of the times of the existence and life in the background of "modernization".
Key Words: Shanghai; the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China; literati association; modern writing
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