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Seeking public administration of Chinese model:
An overview based on local developmental gover nment

DING Zhaopan, KONG Fanbin
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The secret of the Chinese miracle lies in the choice of the Chinese model, but there has been no perspective
of public administration in the study of the Chinese model in the academia up to now. By conducting a dialogue
between the Chinese model and the developmental state theory, we find that the local developmental government
constructs the uniqueness of the Chinese developmental state. This interpretation path, which takes the performance of
economic functions as the central axis and takes the formation, operation and effect of local developmental government
as the narrative clue, provides the perspective of public administration for understanding the Chinese model. The
research on the governance mechanism or model with Chinese characteristics in the operation process of local
developmental government can be divided into three different explanation frameworks according to the vertical
relationship between the central and local governments, and the horizontal relationship between government and market
as well as the relationship between government and society. These three are: local developmentalism of the agent type,
local state corporatism and local institutionalism. Seeking the perspective of public administration of the Chinese model
is conducive to rediscovering the practice of public administration in Chinese context, so as to promote the deepening of
the Chinese mode, and to contribute theoretical strength to open up a new realm of "The governance of China".

Key Words: The Chinese model; public administration; developmental state; local developmental government;

functional implementation
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