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On the path of redemption for criminal minors:
Takethecriminal record of aminor asthe cut-in

HUANG Mingru, ZHANG Ji
(School of Law, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: In the academic circle, there is no doubt about the criminal record as the biggest obstacle to the
return of criminal minors to the society, but there is considerable controversy about whether it should be
eliminated. This is because of the confusion between the criminal record and its derivative "label effect" in
both the factual theory and the normative theory. From the factual perspective, criminal records cannot be
eliminated; but from a normative perspective, the "label effect" can be eliminated. Rather than the criminal
record, it is the "label effect" that hinders the re-socialization of criminal minors. De-tagging and
re-socialization have become the most effective redemption paths for criminal minors: the normative path is
mainly based on the establishment of a conditional extermination system of "criminal records",
supplemented by setting minors to expect privacy protection; the non-normative path is composed of the
"trinity" of family therapy, school education and community correction. The two paths are complementary
and complementary to each other, aiming to remove the "label effect” to promote the return of criminal
minors to society.

Key Words: criminal minors; criminal record; label effect; criminal personality; resocialization
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