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On the malady of Ling Nan in late Jin and Southern Dynasty
YANG Yating, WANG Keng
(Department of History, Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The term “Ling Nan” in the Eastern Jin and Southern Dynasty referred to a much broader sense
than its current use. In the period of Liu Song of late Jin, the phrase of “the malady of Ling Nan” which
frequently appeared in historical records, mainly suggested a trend that local officials were completely
corrupted by material interests. The attempts of Sima Yuanxian, Liu Yu and Liu Yilong to abolish the malady
of Ling Nan both revealed a practice for the central government to effectively administrate the local, and
reflected the fight for resources between the major administrators and local officials. It was also an epitome
of the mutual existence between royal rights and local court power which was both inter-dependent and
mutually restrictive at the age of monarchy. And the development level of the Ling Nan area, its political
situation, its governance atmosphere and financial condition of the government constituted key factors
affecting the administrators’ attitude towards this problem.
Key Words: Eastern Jin and Southern Dynasty; Ling Nan; the malady of Ling Nan; Biography of Good
Officials of Songshu
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