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“Event”: Thekey to understanding Lyotard’s thoughts
CAO Hui, DU Li
(College of Philosophy, Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: Events are the theoretical source of all the postmodern thoughts of Lyotard who has forever been
attempting to uncover the problems existing in the postmodern situation through the unpredictable and
instantaneous characteristics of events. In terms of “event” and time view, Lyotard borrows from related time
thoughts of Aristotle, Husserl and Heidegger, and, by combining the current and instantaneous characteristics
of nowaday events, puts forward a nonlinear time view. In terms of “event” and philosophical view, Lyotard
expounds the occurrence of events in libidinal philosophy and different philosophies, and points out the
differences in the places where events happen. In terms of “event” and linguistic view, Lyotard advocates a
unique “cohesion rule”, language “index” and expression “situation”, and puts forward that there is no
universal and inevitable connection rule between “sentence” and “event”. In terms of “event” and artistic
view, Lyotard suggests the artistic expression of event, which is embodied as an unrepresentative and
anti-visual artistic feeling. For Lyotard, all critical works begin with the analysis of the concept of “event”.
Key Words: Lyotard; postmodernism; the event; the absolute difference; uncertainty; chance
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