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Young Marx’s critical deconstruction and theoretical exploration of
moder n state theory

LI Yingrui
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Young Mark’s writings from Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right to Scheme Draft about
Modern Sate’s Work constitute an important link in his criticism at and his theoretical attempt of
constructing modern state. Based on the realistic material interest relations, especially the economic relations
and class relations, Marx preliminarily defined the new direction of modern state research in the critical
analysis of Hegel's philosophy of right, then began to combine the study of modern state problems with the
study of political economics as well as the proposition of human liberation, clarified the essential difference
between political liberation and human liberation, initially revealed the essence and limits of capitalist state,
and pointed out that the proletariat should undertake the historical mission of realizing human liberation in
the economic analysis of bourgeois society, which endowed the category of modern state with a new
theoretical context and scientific connotation. His Scheme Draft about Modern Sate’'s Work is not only
Marx's important summary of political criticism and theoretical research findings from 1842 to 1844, but
also his ideological framework and subject index to further deepen the research on modern state problems
and construct a new modern state theory, which is the key to understanding Marx's modern state thought. The
ideological process and theoretical points of young Marx's modern state criticism are of great theoretical
value and practical significance.

Key Words: Marx; modern state theory; civil society; political liberation; human liberation
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