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Contextual analysis of combining therule of law
and rule by morality in contemporary China

YE Fangxing
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433)

Abstract: The combination of the rule of law and rule by morality in contemporary China should not only
actively draw on the excellent achievements of human rule of law civilization and moral cultural tradition,
but also cater to Chinese historical and cultural traditions and real social conditions. Therefore, we need to
analyze how feasible it is to combine the rule of law and rule by morality in contemporary China from the
perspective of contextual appropriateness. Specifically, the combination of rule of law and rule by morality
in contemporary China requires taking into consideration such four contexts as politics, history, society and
ideology: the political context which means the modernization of state governance promoted by the
Communist Party of China, the historical context which is the ethical cultural tradition that is rooted in
traditional Chinese society and has a continuous influence on modern society, the social context which refers
to the "complex modernity" that contemporary China is undergoing a deep transformation, and the
ideological context which implies the concerted promotion of values construction, rule of law, and rule by
morality. These four contexts coordinate and constitute the reference background for the combination of rule
of law and rule by morality in contemporary China, and distinguish the construction of rule of law in
contemporary China from that of the West.

Key Words: rule of law; rule by morality; modernity; values construction; context
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