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The formation of Xiao Yishan’s national revolutionary viewpoint
and transformation of his Qing-history narrative paradigm

HE Xin
(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: National revolutionary historical viewpoint was the main historiographical feature of Xiao Yishan,
a famous historian of Qing study. And his narrative paradigm was gradually formed. His early masterpiece,
General History of the Qing Dynasty, was typical of traditional historiography, and there were no clear clues
and paradigms in it, but from it we can see Xiao Yishan’s viewpoints on nationalism. As his academic
thought matured and his relationship with the authorities grew closer, the idea of national revolution in his
writings gradually became clear, and was finally presented in full in Outline of Qing History during the
Anti-Japanese War. The main reasons for this include the acceptance of Sun Yat-sen’s “Three Principles of
the People”, the changes of the current situation, and his personal experiences, all of which contributed to the
formation of his above viewpoint about national revolution. Under the influence of such revolutionary
viewpoint, the narrative terminology and paradigm in his later works as well as his revised and reprinted
works underwent a significant transformation.
Key Words. Xiao Yishan; national revolutionary historical viewpoints; Outline of Qing History; General
History of the Qing Dynasty; narrative paradigm
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