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Imagined reader and reading guide;
I ntention and significance of the " sub-text" of
Peach Blossoms Fan series edited by Kong Shangren

CHEN Zhiyong
(Institute of Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: In the process of conceiving and creating Peach Blossoms Fan, Kong Shangren had imagination
and presupposition for the ideal readers who are of a special social group with the thoughts of the survivors.
To achieve effective communication with this group of readers, Kong prepared successively more than ten
kinds of sub-texts for them. These texts with the nature of appendix are rich in information and various in
functions, carrying Kong’s real intention of involving the readers' reading process in an all-round way,
guiding the audience to correctly interpret Peach Blossoms Fan, and hence having important textual value.
This study of the mutual interpretation and co-existence between the primary and the secondary texts can
provide a new angle for the in-depth understanding of Kong’s creating mentality, the composing process of
Peach Blossoms Fan and the multiple implications.
Key Words: Peach Blossoms Fan; Kong Shangren; subtext; creating mentality; ideal reader
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