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Beyond the cognitive barriers of methodological shifts:
The multipleintentions of Marx's early legal philosophical turn

WANG Haobin, LI Yong
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: From his college years to his working period at Rheiner Zeitung, Marx accomplished his early
legal philosophical turn, but the profound connotations and far-reaching significance of this turn were
seriously neglected from the perspective of the holistic ideological development process. Different from the
traditional perspective, in the perspective of the ideological structure integrity, Marx’s early legal thought
turn was a complex process that combined the methodological turn of law, the inheritance of the essence of
law and the transcendence of the axiology of law, and this process exerted a huge impact on the realization of
ideological innovation and materialistic turn of Marx's legal philosophy. At the methodological level, Marx
abandoned Kant’s idealistic methodology and constructed the metaphysical thinking of law based on the
Hegelian rationalist methodology. At the essentialist level, Marx used rationalist method to carry out the
propositions, original propositions and realistic propositions of legal philosophy. Analysis shows that, while
inheriting the concept of freedom in the traditional propositions of legal philosophy, Marx’s own unique
germ of legal philosophy emerges. At the axiological level, Marx questioned the reality of law and integrated
“affinity to the people” into the study of legal philosophy, thus realizing the transcendence of traditional legal
philosophy.
Key Words: Rheiner Zeitung; Marx’s legal philosophy; rationalist methodology; reality of law; “affinity to
the people”
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