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Reconstruction of Confucian tradition by Yangming's mind theory
and its enlightenment to therevival of contemporary Confucian study

YUN Long
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Taking solving problems for the times as the basic idea, and taking criticizing the disadvantages of
rhetoric knowledge as the fundamental direction, Wang Yangming, by reshaping Taoism to recast Confucian
identity, by activating classics to revive the basis of inheriting Confucian study, and by dredging Buddhism
and Taoism to restart Confucian inclusively tolerant capability of heterogeneous cultures, fulfilled the
historical mission of tackling the basis, inserting the origin, and of reconstructing the Confucian tradition.
The basic thread and overall spirit of Yangming's mind theory, by taking solving problems for the times and
criticizing the disadvantages of rhetoric knowledge as the basic thread of reconstructing Confucianism, is of
warning significance to reconstruct the traditional thinking misunderstanding by means of knowledge
research. It enlightens us that only when we really enter the tradition, can we find the real problems of the
times, form the identification with the traditional culture, and truly achieve the creative transformation and
innovative development of traditional culture.

Key Words: Yangming’s mind theory; Confucian tradition; critical knowledge; reviving tradition; problems

of the times; cultural identification
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