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Line of reasoning, peculiarity, and contemporary value
of traditional Confucian theory on emotions

HUA Jun
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: The basic line of reasoning of traditional Confucian theory on emotions aims first to understand
emotions under the practical framework of gender-body-emotion, and second, based on existential standing,
to treat emotions as the basis and origin of considering one’s existence. On the basis of this line of reasoning,
there are two important characteristics of traditional Confucian theory of emotions. One is to take one’s own
immediate existential experiences as the footing, while the other is to advocate mutual moral understanding
because of empathy under the background of cultural interpretation of the unity of universe and man.
Reasonably drawing lessons from the two characteristics of traditional Confucian theory of emotions helps
not only to dissolve the negative influence caused by over-intellectual, over-structured, over-instrumentalized
emotion and egotism of the individual in our contemporary emotional education, but also to explore and
construct the dynamic and self-conscious emotional life of contemporary Chinese people and the concept of
harmonious coexistence due to empathy. Most significantly of all, Confucian theory of emotions also
provides an important ideological support for contemporary China to put forward and practice the cultural
value concept of "a community with a shared future for mankind".

Key Words: emotion-oriented; production and reproduction; immediate concern for the self; empathetic
with one another; mutual moral understanding
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