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The change of the concept of “the Gentleman”
and Confucius “Poalitics of the Noble” intheera of “ Six Classics’

JING Yu
(School of Marxism, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: In the era of “Six Classics” represented by Book of Songs, Book of Books and Book of Changes,
people of Zhou Dynasty, under the caring and suffering consciousness of the legal combination of politics
and power, endowed the Virtue to the Son of Heaven, the ruler and the Gentlemen in the ruling class. At the
end of Spring and Autumn when rites were gone and social order was broken, Confucius, after disclosing the
reality that the Gentleman and the Virtuous were disintegrated, proposed that the two should be combined as
the Noble. According to Confucius, the Gentleman who held political power, should become the Noble with
Virtue, and should play the role of moral guidance. Confucius’ “Politics of the Noble” emphasizes that the
Gentleman should often reflect on and revere his own political responsibilities and political virtue, so as to
make his own political involvements of great significance.

Key Words: Confucian; Confucius; “Politics of the Noble”; relation between virtue and social status
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