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Kant on moral fanaticism
FEI Shangjun
(School of Humanities, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330031, China)

Abstract: In The Critique of Practical Reason, Kant believes that moral fanaticism is represented by
overstepping the bounds which practical pure reason sets for humanity, and falling into delusion that the
finite rational beings can completely get rid of the sensual desires and impulses, and then achieve a moral
ideal of divinity. But the moral level on which the human beings stand as the imperfect and finite creatures
means respect for the moral law. Kant’s condemnation of moral fanaticism, though opposing the excessive
conceit and arrogance of human beings as the finite rational existence, does not derogate their pursuit of
moral values and noble spirit. In his view, duty and sense of respect have enabled human beings to find not
only the only indispensable condition that can lay their own value, but also the roots of the nobleness of
human nature and its possible means of access.
Key Words: Kant; The Critique of Practical Reason; moral fanaticism; duty; moral ideal
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