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Classicslecturing and painting: Generation and evolution of selecting lines
and writing with paintings during Jin and Song of Southern Dynasty

SUN Bao
(Confucius Cultural Institute, Qufu Normal University, JiNing273100, China)

Abstract: With the development of literature and painting during Jin and Song, the Confucian officials at
that time tended, through such literary activities for selecting civil service officials in the eastern court, the
secretary and history positions as well as protocol officials and the Confucian duty, to continue the
education-leading strategy with studying classics as the center and painting as the auxiliary role, a strategy
followed since Han Dynasty. And its iconic achievement is manifested in the narrative in Nan Qi Shu
(History of the Southern Qi) -« Biographies of Literary Men that Zhang Shi expressed his likes and dislikes
by selecting lines while Yan Yanzhi uttered his feelings and sentiments with paintings. The court of Jin and
Song was more likely to assign those proficient in both literature and Confucianism to occupy the positions
of lecturing classics and selecting lines. The latter would follow the Confucian practice of studying classics
and scriptures in selecting lines and undertaking literary activities with preferences. This extended the new
tendency of literary criticism of Jin and Song. Yan Yanzhi served in Confucian posts many times and on the
basis of painting skills of Cai Yong, Cao Zhi and Gu Kaizhi, composed according to many themes from
painting, hence establishing his landmark with writing and painting being integrated. Thus, led by painting
masters of the eastern court, the local capital of each province and the court of Southern Dynasty, writing
with paintings (Tuxie) became an important way for the government to control the literati, to assess the
ability and to select officials. Up to Sui and Tang, selecting lines and writing with paintings gradually got rid
of the pattern that Confucian officials took the lead while the officials undertook the assessment, and stepped
into an era when the literati could be autonomous in creation.

Key Words. poetry-painting integrated education and enlightenment; Yan Yanzhi; selecting lines; writing
with paintings (Tuxie); classics lecturing; painting
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