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Transmuted imperialism and itscritique of spatial discourse
WU Hongtao

(School of Literature, Journalism and Communication,
Shangrao Normal University, Shangrao 334001, China)

Abstract: Space is an important perspective to investigate imperialism. From the very beginning,
imperialism has shaped a highly recognizable spatial discourse. Whether it is the territorial expansion and
geographical colonization of the old imperialist period, or the capital export and market monopoly of the new
imperialist period, imperialism contains a distinct spatiality. In the process of the evolution of imperialism,
out of the need to transfer internal space contradictions and to resolve its internal space crisis, its spatial
discourse has undergone a geographical displacement from inside to outside, and the occupation of "the outer
space", deprivation and suppression has become the main spatial strategies of imperialism. With the end of
colonial rule, imperialism has turned to adopting more disguised and deceptive spatial discourse, and
continued to maintain its spatial hegemony outside the empire. The spatial discourse of imperialism will
inevitably highlight the hierarchical nature of space, the pursuit of spatial imbalance, and the destructiveness
of creating space. A critical investigation of evolving imperialism and its spatial discourse will help us
identify more comprehensively the development trends of imperialism and the essence of imperialism.

Key Words: imperialism; space; empire; colonial; hegemony
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