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Zoningin U.S. land management: Sour ces, disputes, and values
CHEN Wanling, YANG Liu

(Institute of Social Sciences, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China;
School of Economical Law, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200333, China)

Abstract: The U.S. zoning is a "bottom-up" system, consisting of a model federal zoning act and specific
zoning acts by local governments in each state, which includes technical standards for zoning, organizational
powers of zoning agencies, and procedural design of the zoning process, and is now applicable to almost all
cities in the United States. The legislative power of the U.S. zoning is derived from the police power of the
states, and the legislation reflects the concept and value of the social interest orientation of excluding
nuisances to life, preserving land values, and optimizing public services. The courts takes a conservative
approach to the conflicts between personal and social interests arising from zoning, following the principle
of "presumption of legality," and does not interfere too much in the development of zoning. The social
interests affirmed by the zoning system are not the simple addition of all individual interests in the society,
but are reflected in its ability to enhance the conditions of opportunity for each individual to pursue his or her
own purposes as a tool for interest coordination, and in this dimension individual interests and social
interests are unified. This is the very reason for the longevity of the zoning system in the U.S, and is also
what China's main functional areas and other territorial spatial planning systems need to learn from.

Key Words: zoning system in the U.S.; police power; conflicts of interests; social interests
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