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Honneth’s moral reconstruction of labor
WENG Shaolong
(Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: Honneth’s historical materialism is put forward on the basis of his early study on Marx’s political
economy. As an important attempt at contemporary reconstruction of Marx’s critique of political economy,
Honneth aimed at providing a normative foundation for Marx’s theory, and thus transferred this theme into
the view of modern critical theory. The key of Honneth’s reconstruction of Marx’s historical materialism lies
in his re-evaluation and analysis of labor relation, which is strikingly featured by its emphasis on man's value
as a moral subjectivity. And only because of the existence of this foundation, can labor become significant.
Therefore, in the process of using moral emotions to reconstruct the labor relation, Honneth has realized the
importance of emotions and dignity in labor, and has taken them as the foundation in considering such a
normative foundation in recognition. In other words, once the labor has missed its innate core from
recognition, it would inevitably fall into an ultimate state of reification and estrangement.
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