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The decaying of Xiaoxiang and transfor mation of
the Hunan image in the late Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Chi
(School of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The image of Hunan in the late Qing Dynasty underwent a process from crisis to transformation in
various historical and literary texts. The highly aesthetic Xiaoxiang image in the ancient times gradually
decayed and mutated. Under the impact of foreign civilizations, Hunan became the most conservative
Chinese region in the eyes of foreigners. In response, the founders of the Hunan Army, such as Guo Songtao
and Zeng Guofan, began to walk out of Xiaoxiang scenery to seek a way out for both themselves and the
country. Along with the local gentry, they presented a multi-dimensional image of Hunanese of being both
conservative and aggressive. Although the Reform Movement in Hunan during the 1898 Movement finally
failed, the scholars with Liang Qichao as the representative, unearthed the “Shijie” and “Mingi” of Hunan
Province from the wild and remote Xiaoxiang geography as well as cultural reality, which shouldered less
historical burdens but more independent roots. And on this basis, at the beginning of the twentieth century,
Yang Du, Yang Yulin, and other Hunan students in Japan, completed the imagination and reconstruction of
the Hunan image in the late Qing Dynasty.

Key Words: Xiaoxiang; Hunan image; missionary; Hunan army; Reform Movement
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