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Hu Shi’sresearch on A Dream of Red Mansion:
The change of focus, itslosses and gains

Duan Jiangli
(Research Institute of Chinese Culture, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: In his notes involving A Dream of Red Mansion in Series on Novels of Canghui $hi, and in his
related writings between 1911—1918, Hu Shi concerned about such issues about the novel as its author,
editions, the subject matter, characters, aesthetics and so on. His methodology included bio-study, textual
study, aesthetic and social criticism. After he established Neo-Hondology, he focused solely on the author
and editions in the way of textual study, no longer sparing any interest in and even launching resistance
against other methodologies. Admittedly, he made pioneering contributions. However, his way of study led
to two losses which were related to each other. The first lies in mistaking A Dream of Red Mansion as a
historical novel and adopting the methodology of the mutual verification of the Cao Family for the Jia family
in the novel so that the scientific methodology he emphasized again and again turned out towards the very
opposite, thus violating the rules of literary creation. The second is that he partially insisted on the
realistic-autobiographic side of the novel, which led to the severe misjudgment of the ideological and literary
values of the novel.

Key Words. Hu Shi; A Dream of Red Mansion; views on Redolody; Neo-Redolody; bio-studies; positive

research
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