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Agamben's bio-politics criticism
at capitalist community structure and itslimitations

HAO Zhichang
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: In Agamben’s logic of bio-politics, the structure of capitalist community depends on the sacred
mechanism. The capitalist community uses the separation and exclusion structure of sacred mechanism to
consistently continue and update itself, and extends it to various fields of modernity. Life has been greatly
harmed and eroded in the capitalist community governed by the sacred mechanism. Compared with the
structural violence of the sacred mechanism, Agamben asked to diagnose it in a profane way. In essence,
profanation is the antithesis of the sacred mechanism, exploiting the posture of shelving, ignoring and
neglecting to restrain the sanctification of capitalist community through Messiahism. However, profaned
Messiahist imagination did not manifest itself in the secularized field so that it failed to have realistic care at
last. If the profane scheme hopes to gain the power of the reality, it must not ignore Marx's profound
criticism at capital logic. Only by further deepening Agamben's profanation plan into the dimension of
capital logic criticism, can it really provide a kind of bio-political contribution to the benign planning of
human community in the reality of the times.

Key Words: bio-politics; the sacred; profanation; capitalist community; human community
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