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Wang Fuzhi'sreforming of Confucian jurisprudence
and its contemporary value

YU Zhong
(School of Law, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Wang Fuzhi, at the late Ming and early Qing, reformed Confucian jurisprudence, which
manifested the characteristic of "establishing in breaking." In terms of "breaking", Wang Fuzhi launched
quite individualistic criticism at Taoist and legalist jurisprudence by taking a severe standpoint of rejecting
the Taoist jurisprudence of Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi as well as legalist jurisprudence of Shen Buhai and Han
Fei, two legalists at the Warring States Period. According to Wang Fuzhi, the major disadvantages of Taoist
jurisprudence lie in that it discards cultivation through courtesy and music, that it rules through punishments
so that its theory of silence will lead to "no rule", and that its theory of femininity will dissolve benevolence.
The disadvantages of legalist jurisprudence mainly lie in the negative consequences of adopting
Confucianism as decoration and ignoring righteousness upon benefits, which will lead to, on the one hand
the emperor's light power but the officials' weighty rights, and on the other hand the emperor's ease but the
officials' exhaustion. In the aspect of "establishing", Wang Fuzhi, based on his criticism at Lao-Zhuang and
Shen-Han, stood at the position of Confucianism, restated the Confucian jurisprudence represented by
Confucius, affirming that courtesy is the basic norm that the national governance should abide by, and there
is bond of mutual trust between courtesy and benevolence, and that civilized order should be constructed on
the triple relations between the humane and beastly, between the civilized and barbarious, and between the
open-minded and narrow-minded. Wang Fuzhi's reforming of Confucian jurisprudence revealed its essential
contemporary value in cultural aspiration, structural system, technical path and so on.

Key Words: Wang Fuzhi; jurisprudence; Taoism; Legalism; Confucianism
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