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Argument from illusion:
A debate between sense-data theory and disjunctive theory

LUO Changjie

(Institute of European & American Philosophy and Culture,
Tianjin Foreign Studies University, Tianjing 300204, China)

Abstract: Both the argument from illusion in the twentieth century and the argument from hallucination in
the contemporary try to prove that there is no essential difference between illusion or hallucination and our
veridical perception. These arguments are well supportive to the sense-data theory, but have posed serious
challenges to the naive realism. In order to explain the difference between veridical perception and illusion,
the naive realism proposed and developed disjunctive theory. Further on, revolving around
causal-hallucinatory argument, M. G. F. Martin, an advocate of disjunctive theory, launched a theoretic
confrontation with sense-data theorist Howard Robinson. Through analysis, it can be known that
causal-hallucinatory argument, although posing certain threat to disjunctive theory, is yet not enough to
refute it.

Key Words: argument from illusion; causal-hallucinatory argument; sense-data theory; disjunctive theory
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