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Jameson'scriticism at and transcendence over the dilemmas of
the subject under postmoder n view of time and space

LI Gaorong, LE Yue
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In the late 20th century, with a new round of global expansion of the capital and the rapid
development of the fourth scientific and technological revolution, changes in the view of time and space
have triggered the postmodern revolution in the research on the relationship between time and space.
Jameson, as a postmodern Marxist, sensitively observes those new dilemmas that the subject encounters in
the postmodern space and time. In view of time, Jameson studies the evolutionary logic of time from modern
to postmodern, and concludes that the postmodern view of time is characterized by the spacialization of time,
while the subject in postmodern time will be faced, step by step, with the disappearing of historical sense, the
flat emotion and even the broken dilemma of spiritual splitting. From the perspective of space, he, by
studying the three forms of space in the capitalist society, concludes that the postmodern space is
characterized by super space, and then the subject in the super space will be lost in both the flattening of
distance and the loss of sense of direction. Finally, in the face of the dilemma of subjectivity, Jameson
proposes the concept of cognitive mapping, which promotes the rise of the subject’s space thinking model
and provides a thinking thread in order to solve those postmodern dilemmas of the subject. However,
Jameson's postmodern view of time and space hasn’t formed a rigorous theoretical system so that his strategy
of dissolving the dilemma of the subject wears a kind of utopian color.

Key Words: Jameson; postmodernism; subject’s dilemma; space; time
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