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L ogic structure and pedigree construction of portents scholars
in " Analogy with Spring & Autumn Annals’
in Treatise on the Five Elements of Han Shu”

WANG Er
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: "Analogy with Spring & Autumn Annals' is a major characteristic of Treatise on the Five
Elements of Han Shu. In the Li’shuo (f§13it) part of this treatise, Ban’gu elaborately restructures the historical
events of Spring & Autumn Period and Han Dynasty, and presents the structural relation between the two,
aiming to show that the explanation pattern for Spring & Autumn’s portents can also be applicable to Han
Dynasty. Ban’gu's quotations from Han scholars can be divided into such two forms as portents works and
history statements, either of which has different historical sources and implications. The former highlights
the evolutionary authority of portents school throughout the history including Dong Zhongshu, Liu Xiang Jr.,
Liu Xiang Sr and so on, while the latter manifests the attitudes of the courtiers and even the emperor under
specific political context, which is associated with the historical events recorded in each chapter of Han Shu.
Through the two forms, Treatise on the Five Elements constructs the pedigree of classical portents school in
Han Dynasty, implying that the emperor's attitudes towards portents scholars' statements, whether modest
acceptance or unconcerned response, would affect the fate of the court.
Key Words: Treatise on the Five Elements of Han Shu; Li’shuo; Spring & Autumn Annals; portents scholars;
Ban’gu

[%RiE: A E]



