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Foucault'scriticism at the dimension of
"drama" of western power and itstheoretical tradition

LIU Linda
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In the west, the construction of the "dramatic" dimension of power has a long history. By
describing the relevant situation of western psychiatric hospitals since modern times, Foucault reveals and
criticizes the "dramatic treatment" of mental patients in hospitals, including the harm of "setting roles and
scripts" at will, thus opening up a new way to understanding the form of modern western domination. The
discourse analysis of Foucault's criticism contains the methodological elements of Structuralism, and its
historical analysis implies its inheritance relationship with Marx's power theory. Interpreting Foucault's
criticism at the dimension of power drama not only helps to understand the important theoretical links of
many western modernity problems, but also has important practical enlightening significance for the people
of developing countries, including China, to deal with the contemporary "hegemonic script”, such as how to
write the sublime narrative that "goals of the self and of others can be unified" in the process of
cross-cultural communication, and how to write the political aesthetics of international communication from
the perspective of the community of a shared future, and the like.

Key Words: Foucault; the dramatic dimension of power; Structuralism; historical trends; Marx
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