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Equal accessto advantage: G. A. Cohen’sjustice theory
JIA Ke-qing
(Institute of Marxism, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732)

Abstract: In debating with liberals about “equality of what”, G. A. Cohen brings forward the theory of equal
access to advantage. Cohen insists that, at the starting point of the access when people are pursuing all good,
world resources should be public-owned, and self-ownership and private property rights should be restricted,
that in the course of the access, all influences of luck should be eliminated to restrict those inequalities in
resources, capabilities, welfares and so on caused by involuntary choices, and that at the end of the access, a
fashion of mutual benefit and mutual share should be advocated to further reduce inequalities. Equal access
to advantage, a distribution mode which strives to realize equality as much as possible at all procedures, may
be recognized as a kind of socialist opportunity equality. Of course, there still exist some problems to be
solved in Cohen’s theory, such as the contradictions between public ownership and self-ownership of
resources, involuntary choice and responsibility, production efficiency and shared morality, and so on. But as
a practitioner who keeps pursuing more equality, Cohen provides references for the development of the
equalitarianism theory with his own research.

Key Words: G. A. Cohen; equal access to advantage; justice; socialist opportunity equality; self-ownership;
involuntary choice; one's own choice
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