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The dynamic individuality and its significance in Hegel's philosophy of
history: Based on the text of Hegel’s Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion

CUI Linfei
(Department of Philosophy, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Hegel's philosophy of history is often criticized as mysticism or conservatism. That is, he only
focuses on Infinity but ignores Individuality. Those scholars who claim the existence of the objective factor
of Individuality in Hegel's philosophy mostly tend to regard this Individuality as a static existence that is
self-evident, which may cause the misunderstanding of Hegel’s Freedom. However, by analyzing Hegel's
Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion, we can find that Hegel, with the interpretation of “Volksreligion”,
displays the dynamic development of Individuality in which, first of all, Judaism developed the Individuality
as "limited spirit", but its prematuration led to its imbalance in the movement of the visual dialectics and thus
the tragedy of the Sacrifice, while then in the period of Christianity, under the exclusion principle of dual
structure, Individuality and Infinity continuously overcame mediation and finally acquired existence.
Therefore, Individuality in Hegel's philosophy of history experienced a dynamic process of development,
which plays an important role in promoting the development of history.

Key Words: Hegel; the philosophy of history; Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion; Individuality
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